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to furnish comments and suggestions by July 1, 1950 and
to say (1) whether any further action should be taken by
the General Assembly on the Draft Declaration, and (2)
the exact nature of the document to be aimed at, if so.
A text of the Draft Declaration was appended to the
Resolution.43
After some debate the Assembly, on November 2, 1949,
adopted this Resolution by a vote of 39 for, none against,
and 10 abstentions.44 As of the date of this writing in the
late summer of 1950 the results of this poll of member
states for comments and suggestions are not known. The
past history of the effort to produce a Declaration on
Rights and Duties of States, however, indicates little likeli-
hood that any agreement can be reached in the present
state of world antagonism. Dr. Alfaro is probably due for
continued disappointment in his efforts to bring this matter
to a successful conclusion.
The Panamanian Draft may possibly indicate an atti-
tude on the part of the Isthmian Republic vis-d-vis the
world organization and the position relative to it of the
Inter-American System, which this writer believes has
more and more tended to diverge from that common to
the majority of Latin American states. As noted elsewhere
in this work, Latin America generally underwent a change
from the old effort to find in a world organization an order
that would be paramount to a regional system which all
too often had fallen under the dominating Influences of
the United States. This change was apparent at Chapul-
tepec, and even more so at San Francisco. The Latin
American nations had then sought to preserve and
strengthen their American regional organization even at
the expense of the incipient world body. In these meet-
ings Panama had gone along with her sister nations,45 but
I have the impression from conversations I have had with